‘Made for Entertaining

hysicians Marc Priczker and Linda Hedemark
invired six friends to their Victorian home i St
Paul's Crocus Hill neighborbood for New Year's
Eve dinner. Linda had prepared ratarouille and
wild rice casserole. Mare was in charge of the
beef tenderloin, “And it was good.” assures Linda, a big
smile spreading as she nods her head. “We had a grear time.”

Linda's grin is sly because cooking for guests involves
a kitchen—something they didn't have ar the time. Their
kirchen renovarion not yer half complete, they “licerally had
the back of the house ripped off for the winter,” qualifics
Marc. Having painted, papered. carpeted, and furnished
other rovms during their eighr vears in che house, Marc and
Linda had now rurned toward the kirchen. *We wanred o
do ir fram the start, bur not when the kids were litle,”
Linda says. Josh and Laura, now 13 and 11, were growing
up. It was mime.

The Priteker-Hedemark residence was built in 1907 The
kirchen, a ewo-part affair shaped like an “E” wound
around corners and skimmed walls. True to the Vicrorian
era, it was a galley and buter’s pantry, really; an area
intended for hived help. “It was a servants’ kicchen, done
with the thoughe thar no family life went on there,” savs
architect Martha Yunker, who with Marc Asmus from the
Minneapolis firm Yunker/Asmuos Archirecrure orchestrared
the renavation, “Tt was cramped, not particularly well-lit,
and there wasn't any place to sit down™ swms wp Yunker
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Homeowners' needs have changed since 1907, “We do
a lot in the kirchen,” says Marc, “There are always one or
rwo extras around—friends, relatives—and we usc the
kirchen as a gathering place.”

Marc is Jewish, so the family observes two sers of holi-
days, often in the company of 20-some relarives. Tradivions
abound. For insrance, every Thanksgiving, Linda and the
kids whip together her smooth, spicy cranberry mousse.
“We like to entertain,” savs Marc, “We wanted a kirchen
that would lend itself to big family and holiday gatherings
with people there while we're cooking, And we wanted irin
keeping with the rest of the howse.™

Yunker and Asmus designed a kirchen thae suired both
modern entermaining and peried styling, With the help of
Yerigan Construction of lant and Schmide Cabinetry of
Butfalo, they tacked on 800 square feer, adding a mud
room plus a coey eating area that spills into the backyard,
Running the length of the new kitchen s an island where
Linda sets up holiday buffers. Before guests line up. the
island—with its oven and vegecable sink—functions as
a prep station. With the maim sink on one side of the island,
a microwave and second oven on the other refrigerator on
one end and cookiop on the other, there are muldple work
stations, Two dishwashers awair cleanup,

A closer look recalls earlier times. The kirchen is large,
vet stll separare, Victorian homes are full of hallways and
doors: Those who bwle them valued private, enclosed
rooms. Inset-paneled cabinetry is painted white, as
Victatian kitchen woodwork was, and drawers and doors
are inset flush with the surface.

Telling of the era are the glass-faced cryseal cabinet and
the hardware’s brushed rexture. Raised ceilings align wich
those throsghour the house, and ceramic floor dle patterns
blend with wood parquet in connecting rooms, There are
no harsh fluorescent or modern halogen lighes, only tradi-
rienal incandescenss casting cheir timeless glow.

“The space works,” save Yunker. “Ir can handle a huge
crowd: ar the same ame, four people sicting in the new eas-
ing area fir well, The kitchen blends with the house, ver you
could pull it away and it has its own balance.”

Concludes Linda, “Tr looks like it's been here forever”
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